
WISBOROUGH GREEN
BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

  DECEMBER 2012

DIARY OF EVENTS
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an insight in to the effect our everyday handling has on our bees.

BEEKEEPING BEGINNERS DAY   -      02 MARCH 2013

Officers and Contact Information:

President Mr Roger Patterson   01403 790637      roger-patterson@btconnect.com
Chairman Mr Tom Moore   01798 343470      stone.house@btinternet.com
Hon. Treasurer Mr Murray West  01798 867048      murray@mt-w.co.uk
Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover  01403 751899      glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
Membership Mr Gordon Allan  01798 343470      petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
Newsletter Mr Chris Peach    01798 872302      wgbkanews@cpeach.com
Website:     www.wgbka.org.uk



PATTERSON IN PRINT

COUNTY BEE INSPECTORS

Maggie Turner has recently lent me a newspaper cutting that was written by the Searchroom Archivist at the West 
Sussex Record Office. The article was about the West Sussex County Beekeeping Instructors (CBIs) and was ask-
ing for further information. As one of the few left who can remember a CBI in the county I responded with what 
knowledge I have. I had a nice reply asking for more information about beekeeping, so no harm was done.
CBIs were employed by many counties and at one time there were about 50 of them, including West Sussex. Their 
responsibilities varied a bit but usually included teaching beekeeping to beekeepers and about the craft to non-
beekeepers, usually to groups such as WIs, horticultural and farming clubs, etc. They often taught and stocked 
observation hives in schools and taught beekeeping as part of other courses at the agricultural and horticultural 
schools and colleges they were usually based at. Most did microscopic examinations for disease such as acarine 
and nosema. They were in great demand as lecturers that would visit other counties for such events as conven-
tions.

I first became aware of the West Sussex CBI, Harry Thompson, in the early 1960s when the Rural Studies group of 
the Weald School visited Brinsbury School of Agriculture, as we did on every Tuesday afternoon during term. On 
one occasion he was there and he showed us the apiary and told us a bit about beekeeping. I then got to know him 
soon after starting beekeeping a year or two later and he gave me an old WBC hive and a small “Muller” queen 
mating hive that he had made himself.

The article states that Harry took up the appointment in May 1950 at a salary of £400. He came from Newcastle 
and his starting date was delayed until he found a house. In my early beekeeping days Mrs E.E. Bisset attended 
county meetings and was said to be his predecessor, but I suspect was only part-time. Harry apparently got mov-
ing quickly and organised several things including a teaching apiary at Kingsham, just off the Chichester bypass.
I regularly attended monthly county field days at Kingsham where demonstrations were given in a similar man-
ner to our own, but always with Harry or an invited beekeeper from out of county inspecting the colonies. I don’t 
know why but the WSCC hives were all Smith hives that are of Scottish origin, but also popular with northern 
beekeepers. As Harry Thompson came from the North East that might have been his recommendation, although 
they were the cheapest hives available and that may have had something to do with it as well. It is difficult to say 
how many colonies there were in the two apiaries, but probably around 30.

Harry Thompson was one of the first in the U.K. to perform instrumental insemination on queen bees and was a 
leader in that field. A short time ago I had an unexpected email from a relative, who lived in the Lincoln area, who 
I believe still had his apparatus. I have found a video of Harry on the web www.britishpathe.com/video/bees that 
shows him with his insemination equipment. This was obviously taken at Kingsham as Chichester Cathedral can 
be seen in the background. It is obviously set up because the bees aren’t smoked and there is not a hive tool to be 
seen. At the time we had a weekend school that was known as the “Lodge Hill Weekend”. It was a firm fixture in 
the beekeeping calendar and Harry Thompson organised the programme well. He had many contacts and we had 
some of the best beekeepers of the day lecture and demonstrate to us. The programme ran from Friday afternoon 
to Sunday afternoon and included lectures and practical demonstrations on about 6 hives that were brought in for 
the purpose.

The WSCC Director of Education at that time was Dr CWW Read who was also a beekeeper. Harry Thompson 
retired in 1965 at the age of 65 and WSCC had a policy of not letting anyone stay beyond retirement age. Dr Read 



This was filled by Arthur Curnuck who I believe came from Buckinghamshire, but interestingly he was employed 
as a “Beekeeping Advisor”. Initially he shared the post with supply teaching, and then increased his hours to some-
thing approaching full time. When he retired in the mid 1970s there were no further appointments. 

CBIs were experienced beekeepers and largely full time. At that time the highest beekeeping qualification was the 
BBKA Senior Certificate, that later evolved to become the Master Beekeeper. There was no qualification for those 
teaching beekeeping at the higher level, so in 1954 the National Diploma in Beekeeping (NDB) was created. CBIs 
provided a good service and their demise meant that BKAs were forced to teach beekeepers, which was often done 
by inexperienced beekeepers and is probably the cause of some of the poor standards that are seen in some areas 
today. Before CBIs, local BKAs appointed their own “experts” who were probably from the upper classes, as they 
largely controlled beekeeping at the time.

The hard winter of 1962/3 caused many colonies to perish, with many beekeepers losing all their colonies. This is 
probably the reason for a drop in numbers and one of the reasons why the Lodge Hill Weekend ceased, although 
it was about this time when some of the cost cutting measures were instigated. This was replaced by two one day 
conventions that were held at Brinsbury in spring and autumn, which from a beekeeping point of view was prefer-
able as it wasn’t in the middle of the active season. 

In the early 1970’s the West Sussex BKA was formed and soon afterwards Arthur Curnuck retired. The Kingsham 
apiary had previously been closed down and the whole operation was moved to Brinsbury. Peter Williams was 
Principal of Brinsbury and he was very supportive of beekeepers, because he knew the value of honey bees to agri-
culture. I was WSBKA Chairman at the time and made arrangements with him for the two conventions to continue 
to run, but organised by WSBKA. Peter allowed us to have the Brinsbury facilities at no cost as he felt beekeepers 
had lost a great service. I organised them for a number of years before someone else took them over. WSBKA de-
cided not to run them for some time, until they were resurrected a few years, but only one a year as we have now.
Peter Williams asked me to manage the bees that were left when Arthur Curnuck retired, which I did for a number 
of years until Peter retired. His successor was killed in a motorcycle accident soon after taking up the appointment 
and the bees were no longer seen as part of the changes that took place in the following few years.

OUR BEEKEEPERS SUPPER

Once again our supper was a great success with the usual excellent food and company. The original idea came from 
Helen Griffin over 40 years ago who suggested a “Beekeepers Harvest Supper”. I remember the first one was held 
in Wisborough Green Village Hall with 94 attendees. As guests we invited Jim Wadey, the then editor of BeeCraft 
and his wife and I still have a photograph. It was so successful we continued it and it has evolved into what we have 
today. I think it was originally in September and for some reason it has slipped back in the calendar. 
I was pleased that two members took the trouble to tell me they had used recipes from my recipe website www.
honeyrecipes.org.uk. This is what it is for and I urge those with recipes that work to let me have them for inclusion 
please.

Roger



WSBKA CONVENTION 2013

WSBKA Annual Convention – Saturday 23rd February 2013

Final touches are being put to the arrangements for the 2013 WSBKA Convention.  Full details and booking forms will be 
published with the January newsletter, but please do put the date in your diary so as to be sure not to miss it.

The main speakers in 2013 will be Richard Ball, former National Bee Inspector, Marc Greco, member of the Australian 
Entomological Society and the Swiss Bee Research Centre, currently researching at the University of Bath, and Dr Dino 
McMahon, research scientist working at Rothampstead Research.  

Richard Ball and Marc Greco will both be presenting a seminar as well as their main lectures, and as usual there will be several 
different seminars to choose from.

After the success of 2012, a simple lunch will again be included, so there will be a good chance to socialize with fellow 
beekeepers.

Details will shortly be on the web site, and will be sent out with the booking forms attached to the January newsletter.

WINTER EVENING MEETINGS 2012

All meetings commence 7.30pm in the Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy 
Lane, Loxwood, RH14 0SQ. Email me  glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 
for directions if needed.

December 6th – Roger Patterson
“A Little bit of Beekeeping in Switzerland”.
This talk will give a little information on the methods of beekeeping in the German speaking area of Switzerland. This was 
gained in a short stay in September 2012.
If time permits, this will be followed by a practical session explaining the method of use and the calibration of 
refractometers.

The December meeting traditionally concludes with Mince Pies, but this year, please endeavour to make and bring with you 
a cake or biscuits, or anything else containing honey.  Roger is very hopeful that somebody will do honey sausage rolls! If you 
are stuck for a recipe, see Roger’s website http://www.honeyrecipes.org.uk/index.html

January 17th 2013 -  Anatomy of the Honeybee
Daisy will provide an illustrated lecture covering the bee’s anatomy and will provide an insight in to the effect our everyday 
handling has on our bees.

In need of more beekeeping information?       Try Dave Cushman's website dave-cushman.net



MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Attached to this newsletter, you will find a membership and renewal form. If you would like to be a member in 2013 
and, if new to beekeeping, you have already been through the Apiary Preliminary sessions with Roger, please fill it in 
and return it to me please, with your payment, which is best either by cheque or by bank transfer. It is helpful if you 
fill in all your details - even if you were a member last year - you wouldn't believe how many forget to tell us a new 
phone number or changed their email address!

This year you have the option of gift aiding your subscription.  This means that BBKA nationally can reclaim tax on 
most of your payment. There is also a new Junior membership category.  This meant for beekeepers under 18 who 
have their own bees and require BDI insurance, public liability insurance and other benefits accruing from BBKA 
membership.   Those who do not require those benefits can be included as family members.

If you are unsure of anything on the form - please give me a ring - it is much easier to sort out queries early before I 
receive your cheque!!

Gordon:  01798 343470

The BBKA are offering the following written exam modules to be taken on Saturday 23rd March 2013:

Module 1 - Honey bee Management

Module 2 - Honey bee Products and Forage

Module 3 - Honey bee Pests, Diseases and Poisoning

Module 6 - Honey bee Behaviour

Module 8 - Honey bee Management, Health and History

You can find lots more information on the BBKA web-site, such as the syllabus and hints on how to pass.
http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/modules

If you want to enter, or discuss what is involved, please give me a call/send me an email.  Forms have to be with the West 
Sussex Exams coordinator by Feb 1st, so I would need to have them by mid-day Jan 28th, so that they can be countersigned 
and forwarded.  The cost is £20 per module and the exams take 90 minutes each.  Several Wisborough Green members have 
already taken some (or all) of them, so there is plenty of advice available.

Gordon
Membership Secretary
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
01798-343470

SPRING MODULES 2013



ROGER’S HONEY 
RECIPES

I often get sent recipes for the recipe website www.honeyrecipes.org.uk and this has just come in. In a slightly 

modified version it has already been tested.

 

Polish Honey Cake “Piernik”

This cake is made on special occasions - at Christmas or Easter.

Ingredients

1 lb self-raising flour

1/2 lb caster sugar

1 lb liquid honey

4 large eggs

1/2 cup sunflower oil

1 teaspoon baking powder

1/2 cup mead (if none available, use water or juice)

4 oz walnuts

2 oz freshly grated orange & lemon peel

Handful raisins

Pinch of salt

Honey-cake spices (from a continental delicatessen - if not available, use 3 tsp mixed spice)

Method

Mix sugar, honey, egg yolks; add sieved flour, mead, oil, salt. Mix well.

Add spices, walnuts and well-beaten egg-white, mix again.

Pour into 3 oiled and bread-crumbed small bread tins,

Bake at about 325°F/ 170°C for 45 to 55 minutes.

Test to see if baked.

Leave in oven until cooled. Kitchen should smell nice when ready!

Sealed in a plastic bag, this will keep in cool conditions for at least 2 months.



OXALIC ACID

We will once again be offering oxalic acid solution to members free of charge this winter. This will 
be available at Dounhurst on one fixed occasion, details to be circulated by email once we can assess 
the right time, but likely to be in the last few days of December or the first week of January.  This will 
be when we expect colonies to be broodless or nearly so, and the bees clustered fairly tightly.  On the 
same day we will have a meeting to treat the Division's bees, so those who have not yet experienced 
this treatment will have an opportunity to take part and learn.

If you would like some oxalic acid solution you must email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com - with 
the number of colonies you intend to treat. Make sure you get a reply. You will need to bring your 
own container to collect the syrup solution, which will be about 40ml per colony. Plastic is probably 
best, as oxalic acid can attack metal lids on glass containers; clean plastic milk containers or small 
drinks bottles are suitable.  50ml syringes suitable for use with oxalic acid will be available to buy, 
£1.25 each.

If you are unable to collect from Dounhurst on the arranged date you can make arrangements with 
Tom to collect from Petworth in the few days immediately after.  The solution will not be made up 
until the day before application/distribution and should not be stored for long, so availability is for a 
short time only.  Under no circumstances should you use old solution (e.g. left over from last year) as 
this could cause serious harm.

We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can refer you to reli-
able sources. However we will provide directions for use as follows:-

Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use

You have been/will be supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled water) 
containing oxalic acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended by our bee inspector as one 
element of a programme for varroa control.  The solution is at a concentration of 3.2% oxalic acid 
(weight/volume), more commonly expressed as a 4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution.

Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care.  We recommend the use of rubber 
gloves when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any liability following the use of this product.

Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of the hive, using 
a plastic syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not onto the top bars. Avoid metal 
parts.  Ideally the air temperature should be above zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open for as 
short a time as possible.

You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your permanent records.



ANNUAL BEGINNER’S DAY & 
IMPROVER’S DAY

Perhaps you attended this excellent introduction to beekeeping last year, and feel that a second sitting would be 
helpful, or may be you have a friend or colleague who has expressed an interest in beekeeping, and who would like 
to be there.

Either way, the 2013 day course will take place on 2nd March 2013 and bookings are now being taken. 

Suitable for Beginners, Improvers, and Non - Beekeepers

At:- Village Hall, Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex. RH20 2BF.     

 Sat 2nd March 2013.  Assemble from 9.00 for 9.30-5.00 p.m.

The course will be suitable for those who would like to discover what is involved in keeping bees, but will also be 
suitable for those who have kept bees for some time. It will largely follow the syllabus of the BBKA Basic Exam, but 
with variations. This course is based on nearly 50 years experience, not just repeating what is in books. 

Subjects covered will include:-

How to learn about bees     Obtaining bees and equipment
Different kinds of bees           Where to site hives 
How bees live naturally and how we can manage them Protective clothing
What bees collect - nectar, pollen, propolis, water  Colony Management
How bees store the crop     Handling bees carefully
What happens in a beehive and where   Swarming and dealing with it
The 3 castes - queen, drones, workers    Dealing with the crop
How to start       Making colony increase
Choosing the type of hive and why    Feeding 
Essential equipment      The colony in winter 

Course fee £40. Second and subsequent attendees booked together £35*. Under 16 with a paying adult £15*.
Price is per head to include lunch, refreshments, and our own booklet “Basic Beekeeping”. 
Please note: Those marked * will not receive “Basic Beekeeping”. Additional copies available on the day at £5.
For existing, paid-up WGBKA members the fee is reduced to £30.

Enquiries:-  Roger Patterson.  roger-patterson@btconnect.com  01403 790 637 or 07976 306 492

Booking:-  Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0AU.   01798 343470,        
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com preferably using the form on the website.

Cheques payable to:-   WSBKA  Wisborough Green Div.

Web Site Visit us on www.wgbka.org.uk

Prepare yourself for the coming season – now
Pulborough Village Hall is off Lower Street. Turn down next to the Oddfellows Arms, right to the bottom and turn 
right into the car park. If this is full then use the main car park immediately before it. We understand the main car 
park will be free for hall users.



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM: 2013  

Please complete ONE FORM PER BBKA MEMBER.   Please consider Gift Aid – see page 2 

Membership Categories 

BBKA Registered Member (made up of BBKA  sub £15, BDI £2, WSBKA levy £1, WGBKA membership £7) -  £ 25.00 
  Includes £5 million Third Party Liability Insurance, BBKA News monthly, BDI for up to 3 hives and WGBKA Newsletters by email only. 

BBKA Partner Member (at same address, as above but no separate mailings; both have BBKA website access) -  £ 20.00 
BBKA Country Member (for non-beekeepers, no insurances/BDI but all mailings, email newsletters etc.) -  £ 15.50 
BBKA Junior Member (under 18 - full membership as for Registered Member; must have associated adult)  -  £ 13.00 
Associate Member (WGBKA membership for beekeepers who are BBKA members through another Association) -  £   7.00 
Family Member (relatives of a full member, no specific benefits or insurances. Names to be listed on form)  -  £   0.50 
Social Member (WGBKA only, no BBKA, no bees, gets email WGBKA newsletter & welcome at meetings)  -  £   7.00 
 
Note:- there is an additional £6.00 charge to help cover postage if printed Newsletters are required. 
 
Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI)  
‘BBKA Registered’, ‘BBKA Partner’ & ‘BBKA Junior’ membership automatically includes BDI for 3 colonies. 
Extra BDI is payable if you reach a higher number at any stage in the season. Insurance is invalid unless ALL 
colonies are insured. The additional cost, depending on your anticipated maximum number of colonies, is:- 
for 4 - 5 colonies  add a further £2.00;   for 6 – 10 add £5.25;    for 11 - 15 add £7.75;    for 16 - 20 add £9.50;   
for  21 – 25 add  £11.10;  if you expect to have more than 25 please ask (don’t forget to allow for swarms etc.).  
 
Data Protection - Options:     

On payment of membership, and as a condition of WSBKA membership, your details will be passed to the 
Regional Bee Inspector at FERA for inclusion on BeeBase (the National Bee Unit’s secure database), BBKA 
and/or BDI for circulars and insurance cover etc. They undertake not to sell or otherwise disclose your details 
to any third party (registered with and in compliance with The Data Protection Act).  

Your details will also be used for our local 2013 Members List which will be sent to all Wisborough Green 
BKA members unless you tick the box here to be excluded.………………..….………………………… [      ] 
 
 
I apply for membership/renewal of Wisborough Green Beekeepers’ Association, as follows:- 

Membership in ……………………………….category (see above) with email Newsletters £ .........'…... 
I require printed Newsletters by post                   (add £6.00)     £ .........'…... 
I anticipate having a maximum of …… colonies in 2013 so add extra BDI of     (see above) £ .........'…... 
Donation to Wisborough Green Division Funds at your discretion    £ .........'…... 
Donation to BBKA Research Fund (£5 suggested) ** see explanation below  £ .........'…...  
 

  Total enclosed / paid by bank transfer (see below for payment methods) £ .........'…... 
 
Title/First name/ Surname:   .................................................................................................................... 

 

Address  :       .......................................................................................................................................... 
 

        ................................................................................ Post Code :   ...................................... 
               

Home Phone :   ............................................................Mobile: …………………………………………… 
 

E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................ 

                           

      Cheques payable to ‘WSBKA Wisborough Green Division’ and send to:- 
Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, PETWORTH, West Sussex, GU28 0AU (Tel: 01798 343470)         

      Bank transfer.:  Account name:  West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code:  20-42-58:   Account number:  90086460 
 

** At the BBKA ADM in January 2012, a resolution was passed that “BBKA invites all its members to pay an 
annual donation of £5.00 to the BBKA Research Fund collected by the Area Associations”.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER GIFT AID, ALLOWING BBKA TO 
RECLAIM TAX PAID ON YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gift Aid declaration – for past, present & future donations  
 

British Beekeepers Association     -     Gift Aid Declaration 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made  

today [       ]     in the past 4 years [       ]      in the future [       ] 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.  

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year 
(6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 
28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2013 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I 
give on or after 6 April 2013.  

 
Signature ----------------------------------------------------------------  
 
Please notify BBKA if you:  
  
Want to cancel this declaration  
 
Change your name or home address  
 
No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.  
 
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you 
must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to 
adjust your tax code 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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